&2, Inter

'.“ Y ,.
$ American

The silent siege of Nicolas Maduro
Antonio De La Cruz
Executive Director

15/3ul/2025
"Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy—the evil one—prowls
around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour. Resist
him, standing firm in your faith.” - Peter5:8 9

Democracy rarely collapses with the clang of a drawbridge; it erodes the way water wears down
stone—imperceptibly, insistently, irrevocably. Venezuela’s saga under NicoldsMaduro is a
master class in this slow violence. Yet the response now taking shape—a quiet, coordinated
encirclement—offers a counternarrative to the usual tale of heroic uprisings and military coups.
What is unfolding looks less like a swift game of chess than like GO, the ancient East Asian
contest in which victory is measured not by the capture of a king, but by the patient occupation
of space.

Mapping the New Siege

The European Parliament’s decision to label Venezuela a high-risk financial jurisdiction sounded
technical; in practice, it struck at the regime’s lifeline: money and trust. The International
Criminal Court, with its methodical docket, has opened formal pathways to prosecute crimes
against humanity committed by Venezuelan officials. Beijing—ever terse, often decisive—has
quietly withdrawn diplomatic courtesies, signaling that Caracas is no longer a reliable partner.
Washington, truer than ever to its pragmatism, modulates sanctions and oil licenses like
portcullises that can rise or fall overnight.

None of these moves constitutes a frontal assault. Taken together, they amount to a vast,
tightening net. Each stone placed on the board closes an airhole, narrows an avenue of escape,
and leaves Maduro GOverning a shrinking labyrinth.

The Art of Conquest Without Gunfire

In GO, the most lethal tactic is shibori—to surround an opponent’s stones until they suffocate.
Europe’s blacklist throttles financial oxygen; the ICC casts a shadow of legal peril over generals
and cronies; China’s diplomatic distance deprives Caracas of its most coveted photo-ops; and
the United States reminds everyone that Chevron’s Venezuela gamble can be revoked at the
stroke of a pen. The regime once fancied itself swimming in deep water; it is discovering that
the tank was always a glass bowl.
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Patience as a Weapon

International justice moves glacially, but the glacier never retreats. Years passed before the ICC
sought warrants for Taliban leaders or for RodrigoDuterte, yet when the blade fell it sliced
clean. Maduro still parades in uniform, but the moral ground beneath his polished boots is
crumbling.

Tactical Sacrifice

A cornerstone of GO is the sacrificial stone—yield a pawn to claim the province. When the
United States rescinded Chevron'’s license, it surrendered immediate revenue for a deeper
strategic gain: the regime loses the cash that oils its patronage machine. Europe’s financial
squeeze provokes fissures among oligarchs and officers whose fortunes suddenly appear
terminally illiquid.

The Power of Silence

Silence, in diplomacy, can resound louder than oratory. China did not thunder; it simply
excluded Venezuelans from its new visa-waiver list and let the rumor mill amplify the message.
The ICC's quiet filings are daggers in velvet sheaths; their mere existence scrambles the travel
plans of implicated officials. Brussels does not sermonize; it issues data tables that gut the
regime’s bombast with actuarial finality.

Invisible Alliances, Visible Pressure
Outwardly, Brussels, The Hague, Beijing, and Washington pursue divergent agendas. Inwardly,

their vectors converge into a slipping knot. Venezuela’s democratic forces need only avoid
obstructing that convergence; a sustained web of pressure outranks a thousand fiery speeches.

Element of the incremental siege Venezuela today
Financial, diplomatic, and legal isolation of th
Occupying territory without violence nancial, diplomatic, and legal isolation of the
regime
Erosi f legiti ith
Gradual encirclement rosion _o egitimacy  without armed
confrontation
Silent moves ICC and China act with devastating discretion
Tactical sacrifice Economic pain that fractures inner circles
Diffuse alliance EU, ICC, China, and U.S. align in tightening
the net
Narrative shift Society vs. mafia, not opposition vs.
GOvernment
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Endgame

Venezuela is not waging a conventional war; it is trapped in a contest pitting a democratic
society against a criminal syndicate. The objective is not to topple a king but to rob the mafia of
the air it breathes. Maduro still wraps himself in banners and marches—but every day there is
less terrain to police, fewer spoils to distribute, fewer allies to trust.

In this silent endgame, liberal democracies—and even China, following its own calculus—have
begun to occupy the crucial intersections of the board. A handful more deliberate moves may
seal the perimeter without a single shot fired. Should that moment arrive, what collapses will
not merely be a regime; it will be the architecture of a mafia-state, dismantled stone by stone in
full view of the world.
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